Differences in the molecular biology of adenocarcinoma of the esophagus, gastric cardia, and upper gastric third.
Adenocarcinoma of the distal esophagus, gastric cardia, and upper gastric third are grouped in type I-III by the Siewert classification. This classification is based on the endoscopic localisation of the tumor center, and is the most important diagnostic tool to group these tumors. On a molecular level, there is currently no marker that would allow to differentiate the three different types. Furthermore, the Siewert classification was not uniformly used in the recent literature, making interpretation and generalization of these results difficult. However, several potential targets have been identified that may help to separate these tumors by molecular markers, and are summarized in this chapter.